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THE SERVICE OF GREAT VESPERS

SUNDAY EVENING

THE SUNDAY OF THE HOLY ANCESTORS

OF CHRIST 

Priest:


Blessed is our God Always, now and ever and unto ages of ages.

People: AMEN.
Reader: Glory to You, our God; Glory to You.
Heavenly King; the Comforter; the Spirit of Truth, who are everywhere present and fill all things; Treasury of Blessings, Giver  of Life: Come and abide in us. Cleanse us from every impurity and save 
     our souls, O Good One.

Holy God! Holy Mighty! Holy Immortal! Have Mercy on us.

Holy God! Holy Mighty! Holy Immortal! Have Mercy on us.
Holy God! Holy Mighty! Holy Immortal! Have Mercy on us.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Most Holy Trinity, Have mercy on us: 

Lord, Cleanse us of our sins; 

Master, pardon our transgressions;

Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities for Your name sake.

Lord have mercy! Lord have mercy! Lord have mercy!

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.


     Our Father in heaven,


     hallowed be Your name.


     Your kingdom come.


     Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.


     Give us this day our daily bread,


     and forgive us our trespasses,


     as we forgive those who trespass against us.


     Lead us not into temptation,


     but deliver us from evil.

priest: 

For Yours are the Kingdom, the Power and the Glory: of the Father , and of the Son, and of the Holy  Spirit; now and ever and unto ages of ages.

People: AMEN.

                 Come, let us worship God our King!

Come let us worship and fall down before Christ, our King and our God!

Come let us worship and fall down before Christ Himself, our King and our God!

Psalm 104

Bless the Lord, O my soul.

Blessed are You, O Lord.

O Lord, my God, You are very great.

Refrain: Blessed are You, O Lord.

You are clothed in majesty and splendour.

Refrain: Blessed are You, O Lord.

The waters stood above the mountains

Refrain: How glorious are Your works, O Lord.

The waters flow among the hills.

Refrain: How glorious are Your works, O Lord.

In wisdom, you have made them all.

glory to You, O lord;

You have created ALL!


Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.



Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. Glory to You, O God.



Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. Glory to You, O God.


Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. Glory to You, O God.

The Great Litany

Priest: In peace let us pray to the Lord:
People: LORD, have mercy
Priest: For the peace from above and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord:
People: LORD, have mercy
Priest: For the peace of the whole world, for the welfare of the Holy Churches of God, and for the union of all, let us pray to the Lord:
People: LORD, have mercy
Priest: For this holy house and for those who enter with faith and reverence and with the fear of God, let us pray to the Lord:
People: LORD, have mercy
Priest: For the Holy Orthodox Patriarchs, for our Metropolitan _____, for our Bishop(s) _________, for the honourable priesthood, the Deaconate in Christ, for all the clergy and the people, let us pray to the Lord:
People: LORD, have mercy
Priest: For the President of our country, for all civil authorities, and for the armed forces serving to protect us, let us pray to the Lord:
People: LORD, have mercy
Priest: For this city, for every city and country, and the faithful living in them, let us pray to the Lord:
People: LORD, have mercy
Priest: For seasonable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord:
People: LORD, have mercy
Priest: For travelers by land, by sea and by air; for the sick and suffering; for captives and for their salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
People: LORD, have mercy
Priest: For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger and necessity, let us pray to the Lord:
People: LORD, have mercy
Priest: Help us, Save us, Have mercy on us, and keep us, O God, by Your grace.
People: LORD, have mercy
Priest: Commemorating our Most Holy, Most Pure, Most Blessed and Glorious Lady, Theotokos, and Ever-Virgin Mary,  together with all the saints, 

let us commend ourselves and each other and all our life unto Christ, Our God.
People: To You, O Lord.
Priest: For unto You are due all Glory, Honour, and Worship: to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. 
People: Amen.

VERSES FROM THE PSALTER: KATHISMA 1, ANTIPHON 1

BLESSED IS THE MAN WHO WALKS NOT IN THE COUNCIL OF THE WICKED.

R: ALLELUIA, 

FOR THE LORD KNOWS THE WAY OF THE RIGHTEOUS BUT THE WAY OF THE WICKED WILL PERISH,

R: ALLELUIA

BLESSED ARE ALL WHO TAKE REFUGE IN HIM.

R: ALLELUIA

ARISE, O LORD! SAVE ME, O MY GOD!

R: ALLELUIA

SALVATION BELONGS TO THE LORD; YOUR BLESSING BE UPON YOUR 
PEOPLE.

R: ALLELUIA

GLORY TO THE FATHER AND TO THE SON AND TO THE HOLY SPIRIT,

R: ALLELUIA

NOW AND EVER AN UNTO AGES OF AGES, AMEN.

R: ALLELUIA

ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA; GLORY TO YOU, O GOD.   (3 X)

THE EVENING PSALMS
PSALM 141: LORD I CALL UPON YOU

Tone 8
LORD, I CALL UPON YOU, HEAR ME:

HEAR ME, O LORD.

LORD, I CALL UPON YOU, HEAR ME;

RECEIVE THE VOICE OF MY PRAYER.

WHEN I CALL UPON YOU:

HEAR ME, O LORD.

LET MY PRAYER ARISE IN YOUR SIGHT AS INCENSE,

AND LET THE LIFTING UP OF MY HANDS

BE AN EVENING SACRIFICE;

HEAR ME, O LORD.

(Reader:)
Bring my soul out of prison that I may give thanks to Your name.

The righteous await me, for You will deal bountifully with me.

Out of the depths I cry to You, O Lord! Lord hear my voice!

Let Your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications.

If You, O Lord, should count iniquities, Lord, who could stand. But there is forgiveness with You.

For Your name’s sake I wait for You, O Lord. My soul has waited for Your word; my soul has hoped on the Lord.

today as we celebrate the forefathers’ memory

let us the faithful praise christ the redeemer

who magnified them in all the nations.

he is the lord who does wondrous deeds.

for he is powerful and mighty.

throught them he has shown us the rod of his strength:

she is mary, the only pure and virgin maiden of god.

from her christ blossomed,

brininging forth life, eternal salvation and unending joy for all

From the morning watch until night; from the morning watch, let Israel hope on the Lord.

o master, who delivered the holy youths from the fire

and daniel from the mouths of lions,

who blessed abraham, isaac your servant, and jacob his son:

you consented to become like us by being born of their seed,

to be crucified and buried,

in order to save our forefathers who fell of old.

thus you crushed the bonds of death

and raised with yourself all the dead of ages past who worship you,

o christ, king of ther ages

For with the Lord there is mercy and with Him is redemption, and He will deliver Israel from all his iniquities.

TONE 6

today let us the faithful acclaim all the fathers before the law:

abraham the friend of god,

isaac born of the promise,

jacob and the twelve patriarchs,

honouring with them the gentle david

and daniel, the prophet of desires,

with them the three youths who changed the furnace into dew,

asking forgivenes of christ our god,

who is glorified in his saints.
Praise the LORD, all nations! Praise Him, all peoples!
the word of god, upborne on the  wings of the cherubim,

goes to dwell in a spotless womb.

the passionless one is bound fast to the flesh;

he comes on earth as a man, born of the tribe of judah.

a cave becomes the palace of the king of all:

a manger takes the place of throne of fire.

there the virgin mary lays him down as a babe,

for he comes to restore the first created man,

as he is well pleased so to do!

For his mercy is confirmed on us and truth of the lord endures forever.

the never-setting sun presses forward to rise,

enlightening all things under heaven.

let us hasten with clean hands  and pure deeds to meet him;

let us prepare to be borne on high with him in spirit;

let us beseech him in his compassion,

that as he comes in his good pleasure to his own strange birth,

he may lead us, who have become strangers  to the path of life in eden,

and into bethlehem where he comes to be born.

TONE 6

glory to the father and to the son and to the holy spirit:

Now and Ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Make ready, O cave, for the ewe-lamb comes,

Bearing Christ in her womb.

And you , O manger, accept him,

Who by his word freed us people on earth

From all unreasonable acts against us.

You shepherds watching in the fields

Bear witness to this fearful wonder.

And you kings from the East,

Offer to the King, Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh.

For the Lord has appeared from a virgin mother

And she, bending over him like a servant worshipped him,

And said to him as he lay in her arms:

How were you sown as seed in me?

And how have you grown within me?

My deliverer and my God.

Priest:


In the evening, in the morning and at noonday, we praise You, we bless You, we give thanks to You, and we beseech You, O Master of All.  O Lord, who love mankind, let our prayer arise in Your sight as incense, and do not incline our hearts to evil words or thoughts. Deliver us from all who seek our souls; for to You, O Lord do we lift our eyes, and on You have we hoped, that You will not forsake us, O Our God!


For to You are due all Glory, Honour, and Worship: to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

[ENTRANCE]
Blessed is the entrance of Your saints; always, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Wisdom!    Let us be attentive!
ENTRANCE HYMN;    GLADSOME LIGHT

GLADOME LIGHT OF THE HOLY GLORY 

OF THE ETERNAL FATHER;

HEAVENLY, HOLY, BLESSED, JESUS CHRIST.

NOW THAT WE HAVE COME TO THE SETTING OF THE SUN, 

AND BEHOLD THE LIGHT OF EVENING,

WE PRAISE GOD; FATHER, SON AND HOLY SPIRIT.

FOR MEET IT IS AT ALL TIMES TO WORSHIP YOU 

WITH VOICES OF PRAISE:

O SON OF GOD AND GIVER OF LIFE,

THEREFORE ALL THE WORLD GLORIFIES YOU.

Priest:  Wisdom! Let us be attentive!  Peace be unto all of you.

THE EVENING PROKEIMENON

Tone 8

Priest: Behold now, bless the Lord, all you servants of the lord!

People: Behold now, bless the Lord, all you servants of the lord!

Priest: You, who stand in the Temple of the Lord; In the courts of 
 
   the house of our God.

People: Behold now, bless the Lord, all you servants of the lord!

Priest: Behold now, bless the Lord,

People: all you servants of the Lord.

[The Evening Readings:]
Priest:  Wisdom! 

Reader:

I. The Reading from the Prophet Micah ( 4:6-7; 5:2-4)
Priest: Let us be attentive!

Reader:
 6In that day, says the LORD, I will assemble the lame and gather those who have been driven away, and those whom I have afflicted. 7The lame I will make the remnant, and those who were cast off, a strong nation; and the LORD will reign over them in Mount Zion now and forevermore.
2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; 5and he shall be the one of peace.
Priest:  Wisdom! 

Reader:

II. The  Reading from the Prophet Isaiah( 11:1-10)

Priest:  Let us be attentive!

Reader:

	


A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 7The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. 9They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

Priest:  Wisdom! 

Reader:

III. The Reading from  the Prophet Isaiah( 9:2-7)

Priest: Let us be attentive !
Reader:
 2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness-- on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
The Litany of Fervent Supplication
Priest: Let us say with all our soul and with all our mind, let us say:
People: Lord have mercy.


priest: O Lord Almighty, the God of our Fathers, we pray to You, Hear us and have mercy.
People: Lord have mercy.


Priest: Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your great goodness, we pray to You, Hear us and have mercy.
People: Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy.


Priest: Again we pray for the Holy Orthodox Patriarchs, for our Metropolitan(s)_______, for our Bishop)s) _________, for priests, deacons and all other clergy; and for all our brothers and sisters in Christ.
People: Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy.


Priest: Again we pray for the President of our country, for all civil authorities and for the armed forces serving to protect us.
People: Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy.


Priest: Again we pray for the ever-memorable founders of this Holy House; and for all our Fathers and Mothers, Brothers and Sisters, the Orthodox departed this life before us [ particular names can be mentioned ]  who here and in all the world lie asleep in the Lord.
People: Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy.


Priest:  Again we pray for mercy, life, peace, health, salvation and visitation for the servants of God ________-, and for the pardon and remission of their sins.
People: Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy.


Priest:[Additional petitions  for  particular  needs may be inserted ]
People: Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy.


Priest: Again we pray for those who bring offerings and do good works in this Holy and All-Venerable House: for those who labor and those who sing: and for all the people here present, who await Your rich and great mercy.
People: Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy.


Priest: For You are a merciful God, and love mankind; and unto You do we ascribe Glory: to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.
People: AMEN


Evening Prayer
Reader:


Grant, O Lord, to keep us this night without sin. Blessed are You, O Lord, God of our Fathers, and praised and glorified is You name forever. Amen,


Let Your mercy, O Lord, be upon us as we have set our hope on You.  Blessed are You, O Lord; Teach me Your statutes. Blessed are You, O Lord;  Let me understand Your commandments. Blessed are You, O Holy One; Enlighten me with Your statutes.


Your mercy, O Lord, endures forever. Do not despise the works of Your hands.


To You belongs worship; to You belongs praise; to You belongs glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.  

The Litany of Supplication
Priest: Let us complete our evening prayer to the Lord.
People: Lord have mercy.


Priest: Help us, Save us, Have  mercy on us, and keep us, O God, by Your grace.
People: Lord have mercy.


Priest: That the evening may be perfect, holy, peaceful and sinless, let us ask of the Lord:
People: Grant this, O Lord.


Priest: An angel of peace, a faithful guide, a guardian of our souls and bodies, let us ask of the Lord:
People: Grant this, O Lord.


Priest: Pardon and remission of our sins and transgressions, let us ask of the Lord:
People: Grant this, O Lord.


Priest: That we may complete the remaining time of our lives in peace and repentance, let us ask of the Lord:
People: Grant this, O Lord.


priest: A Christian ending to our life: painless, blameless, and peaceful; and for a good defense before the dread judgment seat of Christ, let us ask of the Lord:
People: Grant this, O Lord.


Priest: Commemorating our Most Holy, Most Pure, Most Blessed and Glorious Lady, Theotokos, and Ever-Virgin Mary,  together with all the saints, 

let us commend ourselves and each other and all our life unto Christ, Our God.
People: To You,  O Lord.


Priest:
People: Amen.


Priest: Peace be unto all !
People: And with your spirit.!


Priest: Let us bow our heads to the Lord.
People: To You, O Lord.

Prayer at the Bowing of Heads


Priest:


 O Lord our God, who bowed the heavens and came down for the salvation of the human race, look upon Your servants and upon their inheritance. For to You, the awesome Judge who loves humankind, have Your servants bowed their heads and inclined their necks; not expecting help from men, but hoping in Your mercy, and looking for Your salvation. Protect them at all times, especially in this present evening and in the coming night, from every enemy, from every adverse work of the devil, from vain thoughts and from evil imaginations. 


Blessed and most glorified be the Majesty of Your Kingdom: of the Father , and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.

People: Amen.


APOSTIKHA 
Tone 2

bethlehem, land of judah

prepare the divine cavern

as a dwelling for god to be born in the flesh

from a virgin who knew not a man,

to save the race of men.

Verse: Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.
the families of nations

offer glory and praise

the magi come with gifts.

the shepherds watching the fields

joyfully prepare the way

Verse: Your priests, O Lord , are clothed with righteousness.
you hills and mountains,

you plains and valleys,

you rivers and all creation,

magnify your lord

who comes to be born for your sake

GLORY TO THE FATHER AND TO THE SON AND TO THE HOLY SPIRIT, 

O house of ephratha!

the holy city!

Glory of the holy prophets!

beautify the house

in which the divine one will be born.

NOW AND EVER AND UNTO AGES OF AGES. AMEN.  

Tone 6

O Virgin, Where are you from?

Who bore you? Who was you mother?

How are you able to carry the Creator in your arms?

How was your womb not consumed?

A great miracle is taking place on earth.

Before we see the pure lady, let us prepare all she is due.

The earth offers you a cave.

The heavens we ask to grant the star.

And the Magi from the East who study the stars,

Will make their way toward the West

To behold lying in swaddling clothes

The Salvation of mortal men.

 PRAYER OF ST. SIMEON

LORD, NOW LET YOUR SERVANT DEPART IN PEACE,

ACCORDING TO YOUR WORD.

FOR MY EYES HAVE SEEN YOUR SALVATION, 

WHICH YOU HAVE PREPARED BEFORE THE FACE OF ALL PEOPLE;

A LIGHT TO ENLIGHTEN THE GENTILES,

AND TO BE THE GLORY OF YOUR PEOPLE, ISRAEL.

Reader:


Holy God! Holy Mighty! Holy Immortal! Have Mercy on us.


Holy God! Holy Mighty! Holy Immortal! Have Mercy on us.


Holy God! Holy Mighty! Holy Immortal! Have Mercy on us.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Most Holy Trinity, Have mercy on us: Lord, Cleanse us of our sins; Master, pardon our transgressions; Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities for Your name sake.


Lord have mercy! Lord have mercy! Lord have mercy!

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.


Our Father in heaven,


hallowed be Your name.


Your kingdom come.


Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.


Give us this day our daily bread,


and forgive us our trespasses,


as we forgive those who trespass against us.


Lead us not into temptation,


but deliver us from evil.

priest: 

For Yours are the Kingdom, the Power and the Glory: of the Father , and of the Son, and of the Holy  Spirit; now and ever and unto ages of ages.

People: AMEN.
TROPARION OF THE ANCESTORS OF CHRIST : 

TONE 2
Great are the accomplishments of faith
For the Three Holy Youths rejoiced in the fountain of flames as though in the waters of rest;

And the Prophet Daniel appeared

As

A shepherd to the lions as though they were

Sheep.

So by their prayers, O Christ God, save our souls.!

TROPARION OF THE FOREFATHERS

TONE 2

Through faith you justified the forefathers

Betrothing them to the church of the gentiles.

These saints exult in glory,

For from their seed came forth a glorious fruit:

She who bore You without seed.

So by their prayers, O Christ God, have mercy on us!

TROPARION OF THE PREFEAST

TONE 1

Rejoice, O Bethlehem! Prepare yourself, O Ephratha!

The lamb is on her way to give birth to the Chief Shepherd she carries in her womb.

The God-bearing forefathers will rejoice, beholding Him,

And with the shepherds, they will glorify the Virgin nursing Him.

Priest: Wisdom!

People: Father, Bless!
Priest: Christ our God, the Ever-Existing, is blessed always, now and ever and unto ages of ages.
People: Amen


   Preserve, O God, the Holy Orthodox Faith and Orthodox 
  
 
   Christians , unto ages of ages.

Priest: Most Holy Theotokos, Preserve us!

People: More honourable than the Cherubim


   and more glorious beyond compare than the Seraphim,


   In virginity you gave birth to God the Word.


   True Theotokos, we magnify you.

Priest:  Glory to You O Christ, our God and our hope. Glory to You!

People: glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit


    Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.


    Lord have Mercy! Lord have Mercy! Lord have Mercy!


     Father, Bless!

Priest: 


May Christ our true God, through the prayers of His all-pure Mother, through the supplications of the honourable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist, John, of the Holy, Glorious, all-laudable Apostles, through the prayers of the Holy and Glorious Nicholas, Wonderworker and Archbishop of Myra in Lycia, whose memory we celebrate this day, of the Holy and Righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna, and of all the saints, have mercy on us and save us, for He is good and loves mankind.

People: AMEN.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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