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In Riverside, the
. | locals have been bat-
- tling Brazilians for a
decade. Around the
world, Christians
and Muslims have
- been killing each oth-
er for centuries.
‘Yet in post 9/11 us-
against-them Ameri-
ca, here are 160 Or-
thodox churchgoers
opening their hearts
and wallets to Mus-
lim mother Deshi
Edlshm, 42, and her son, Ayub, now

In all the years of living with, and
depending on, Holy Cross parishio-
ners, Deshi said: “I never heard, ‘You
are a Muslim, we are Orthodox.’ I nev-
er feel I am different. I was alone, but
I became part of their family.”

A mother’s journey

Yant

Deshi didn’t come to the United

States for herself. She came for Ayub,
born with heart defects that doctors
back home failed to notice.

“He was blue,” she recalls, of the
day her 9-month-old had his first
heart attack. “His nose, lips, all of
him, blue,”

Treatment in war-torn Chechnya
was out of the question. To see special-
ists, she had to take Ayub to Moscow,
a three-day trip through a gauntlet of
military checkpoints.

Throughout the fighting in Chech-
nya, women have committed many vi-
olent terrorist acts. The sight of
Deshi, traveling without a man,
aroused suspicion.

“They kidnap. They kill,” Deshi ex-
plains of the arbitrary brutality at the
checkpoints. Sexual torture is an effec-
tive weapon because some Chechen
women commit suicide out of shame.

“Rape is very stigmatized in Chech-
en culture,” Deshi’s attorney Alex Is-
bell, of Wayne, explained. “It’s part of
a very calculated plan to humiliate

- single Chechen women and prevent
them from becoming terrorists.”

In Moscow, doctors advised Deshi
to take Ayub to America for surgery.
Theyarpr?\}ledmzooommﬂ:smthe
Russian Gift of Life charity.
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ing their anxiety by speaking
Russian.

Another host, Diana Pasca,
drove Deshi to English classes

‘and bought Ayub his first Game-

boy. Maureen Sapnar helped
Deshi — a pharmacist in Chech-
nya — study to become a phar-
macy tech during the year she
lived with the American family.

Gulka paid Deshi’s legal fees
in the beginning, and the
church dedicated many offer-
ings to the cause.

“We all discovered how easy
it is to draw your boundaries
too short,” he explained. Help-
ing Deshi gave them a way to
make a new map.

, shut, open again
i’'s case had it all. As a
divorced single mother, she
faced scorn in Chechnya. As a
moderate Sunni Sufi Muslim,
she drew the wrath of radical
Islamic militants.

‘Her family’s Chechen pride
had already cost them: Deshi's
father and two cousins were kid-
napped by Russian soldiers.
Ayub's condition required fre-
quent emergency trips to Mos-

It was a remarkable reversal,
considering that, nationally,
only 40 percent of asylum seek-
ers succeed. (In Philadelphia,
Ferlise denied 87 percent of the
cases he heard.)

“Once you're out of immigra-
tion court for the first time with
a ‘No, " Isbell said, “it's very
difficult to get back there.”

Now fluent in English, Ayub is
an honor student heading into
fourth grade. He loves science,
but although generally healthy,
tires easily in phys ed.

Mother and son live in an
apartment in Cherry Hill. They
enjoy American movies and not
having to duck into bomb shel-
ters every time they hear an air-
plane overhead. Ayub wants a
dog. Deshi got him a fish.

Deshi works at both CVS and
in a lab at Kennedy Hospital,
sometimes overnight. She’s get-
ting close to being able to pay
her $800 rent, but for now, it’s
Shimchick’s name on the
lease.

When she needs a ride, a sit-
ter for Ayub, or help navigating
life in a new land, she calls Jo-
sef, Svitlana, Diana or Maureen.

Edisheva gets emotional while talking about the help she has
received from the church, Says Father John Shimchick: “We all
discovered how easy it is to draw your boundaries too short.”




